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WIMBORNE DRAMA

Hello and welcome to the Tivoli Theatre for this performance of Agatha
Christies's play The Unexpected Gieest. This is probably not one of Chnistie™s
better-known plavs and as such we hope that not too many of vou will know
the ending

First performed in 1958, the play was written directly for the stage and not,
like many of Christic’s works, adapted from a book. [t contains the usual ar-
ray of red herrings and 1 hope that it will keep many of you guessing for the
whole performance. Since it was written, over 50 vears ago, social aftitudes
have changed enormously, especially with regard to women. smoking, and
mental and physical illness. and this play certainly serves to illustrate some of
those changes. The main purpose of course is to provide you with an enter-
taining cvening, | hope vou wall enjoy the performance by our excellent cast
who have worked hard over the past weeks to explore their characters, make
sugpestions (generally not too rude), and work together to provide vou with o
preduction worthy of gracing a professional theatre.

It would be impossible to put on this production without the help of many
other people in getting it together: designing and building the set, effects.
lighting, props and transport, and not forgetting the stage manager, They anc
listed elscwhere in this programme and 1 would ask vou to please to look at
their names when you come to read the cast list, as everyone nvolved de-
serves recognition for their part in what 1 hope will be a successful produc-
tion, Thank you alse to the stafT and management of the Tivoli Theatre

Some of you may have noticed that this is not the play that was originally to
have been produced at this time. This is mainly becavse of cost constraints.
As is mormal with most amateur companies
performing in a professional theatre, costs
keep increasing with productions costing
many thousands of pounds, We are there-
fore left with the dilemma of what type of
play to put on which will satisfy our audi-
ence and, at the same time as being afford-
able, provide a challenge for our actors, So
we are asking you to help by saymg what
plays you would like to see. comedies, seri-
ous drama, costume drama, cte. and which
vou would be most likely o support,

But for now just sit back and relax and en-
jov the appearance of The Cnexpected
(iuest

David File




CaAsT NOTES...

Tracey Nicholls

It oesn't seem like nine years ago that | joined the group, the
time has just Aown, which must be beeause 1 have been lav-
ing so much fun! [ am delighted 1o be back on stage with
Wimborne Drama in (his super Agatha Christie mys
confess that 1 am always the last person to work out “who
dunmit™ and The Unexpected Guest was no exception, Christic
took me in completely and | hope that she keeps vou puessing
oo, Rehearsals have been thoroughly enjoyable, witl good
comaraderie belween the cast and crew from day one, and
frequent s of giggles to break the drama and suspense. A
particular sousee of amusement has been Val's entrances as the physically frail Mrs
Warwick who. upon hearing her cue lime, could be seen dashing across the rear of the
rehearsal room, walking stick fying through the air, before comi
and making & perfectly sedate entrance! 1 would like to take this
all my family and friends who have come to support me and Wimbome Druma for this
production - the drinks ane on me!

1 hope that you enjoy the show.
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Richard Neal

This is the third ocea-
sion that [ have worked
on a thriller with David
Pile, following Hinness
for  the  Prosecution
{alse by Agatha
Christie) and Dial M for
Murder (by Frederick
Eonost). It is & genre thai
I have liked ever since
my youth, when T spent 5
my Christmases  with
Professor Plum, Colonel Mustard and Miss
Scarlett. A= my character Michael Starkwed-
der says: “l have always had a secret longing
to see how I could get on with a detective
story in real life.” 1 Love the pericd too, the
40 amd 50%, in which s0 many of the best
thrillers seem 1o be set. One gets the chance 1o
cul o dash in a sharp suit or tweeds, and don a
titfer. 1 is always a scream playing opposite
myy wife, Chri We have performed in a
few plays tegether, but don't often get 10 ap-
pear on stage at the same time, so the three
pages of dialogue we share here will be
greatly treagured, | can assure you,

Chrissie Neal
dircctor  has
typecast me as a
housekeeper — again!
1 don’t quite know
whether to ke it as
n compliment or not.
It all began a few
years ago with Mrs
Swabb and her hoo-
ver in Habeas Cov-
“peach of a
an” friend de-
scribed i@ the time,

Ve

Then there was Mrs Mackenzie in Witness fine

the Frosecution ~ hurd of hearing, short of
sight, and a linle batty, And of course, the
mother of all houscheepers, the simister Mrs
Danvers in Febecea — now she was a joy 1o
play, What do | think of Miss Bennent? Well,
she is very efficient and very loyal, a linke bit
dull perhaps, but [ like w hink that she bas
secrct past, and in her day may have wmed a
few heads. She admits to once be
“fond™ of the master of the house,..and maybe
he was “fond” of her..,

alamander

Cookshop

Superb Cookware, Kitchen
Accessonies & Equipment

Quality cookware, bakeware,
knives, mills and other kilchen
utensils and accessories from
around the world. A comprehensive
ran%e to satisfy the most discerning
and enthusiastic cooks.

Leading brands including Fissler,
e Creuset, Le Pentole, Nuance,
osle, Scanpan and Screwpull

57 High Street Wimborne
0845 6800 258
www.salamandercookshop.com

Minster Greens
Autumn is here — but never
fear! At Minster Greens
we have all you need to
brighten those long cold
evenings! Local squashes
and apples and pears.
Fresh tasty greens and root
veg. not to mention our
ever growing deli selection
with Dorset Blue Vinny for
starters (or to finish,
actually!)
gl_‘l: You soon at
16 High Street,
Wimborne.
01202 885963
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BANG & OLUFSEN
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E Easi Street Wimbame Minster Dorset BH21 108
Tl 01202 BADBAD, wiriberneEbang ahifsen.co.ik
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CAsT NOTES... |

Val Mantle

Aler i break of a few
years, it has been a
plessure to be
volved  with
bome Dranma ag

am - enjoyin

Mrs Warwicl
Unexpected  Gwesr
and look forward 1o
U twice weekly re-
hearsals,

At the first  read-
through of the script. |
didn't who
“dunmit” vl the very
last page — let's hope
e audience is kept in

Roh Cording
I joined Wimborne Drama in 2007, onc of
l.iv: best decisions | ever made. 1 have had

ley in The Talented Mr Ripley,
Fxpectatons, and ancther one mmgm

I auditioned for a pant in The Unexpecred
ffwest as | lewe never done an Agaha
Chstie play before and. having scen |
ldms of Peirol and Miss Marple on televi-
it looked a great deal of fun. Rehears-
|n5 lhls prlay certivindy hivs been that

When 1iold friends and family that 1 would
e playing Jan Warwick, and told them of his ind' nawre, I was
shocked 1o hear so many reply. “Oh, no acting needed there then
hwh ™. However, this has been one of the most challenging parts |
have cver played and [sulccrel) liope, o the pliy progresses. von
will understand whin 1 mean!

There is no doubt that my gre aunt will be in the audience at one
performance this wesk and I would like to fake (his opport unily 1o
thunk her and her friends (my official fan-club) for supporti l;:mc
in every play T have ever been in. T hope you all enjoy tenight's
show bt can you guess "Who dunnit”

Aj Parkinsun
I joired Wimborne Drama in 2000 aller a spell away from the
slage 1o start a family, Prc\wuslv | have worked with Big Lillle
Theatre, Theatrewarks, lmpact atre and Boumemeutl Univer-
sity. One of my favourile previous roles was pliving Father Mul-

v in Mary OfMalley's Once o Crtholic, and recently | played
Sheriock Holmes in The Heend of the Haskervilles. 1)

suspensc ool

ove Apatha

Christie's work 50 it's great to be part of (his I'm plaving a
prospective  Libera

who scoms to have all the

answers. My favourile lines

are those delivered 10 An-

gell, the valet of the house.
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CAST
Richard Warwick Bob Hucklesby The action of the play takes place in Richard Warwick's
Laura Warwick Tracey Nicholls s:ady. p;n an old house in South Wales near the Bristol
Michael Starkwedder Richard Neal 4 R
. ooy ~ dAct I Scene 1 —11:30 pm in November
Mias Bem}ett Chrissie N.eal Act 1 Scene 2 — Next m{:;wiug
Jan %MIFk Rob Cording " dct 2 Scene 1 — Late aflernoon the same day
Mrs Warwick Val Mantle -
Henry Angell Michael J Smith
Julian Farrar Anthony Parkinson
Sergeant Cadwallader Colin Pile
and Inspector Thomas Paul Dodman
Thanks to:

+Members of Wimborne Drama for help with set
construction, properties, programmes, costumes etc.

+The Tivoli Theatre production team for lighting and
technical assistance

+ The British Red Cross Society for the loan of a wheelchair

+ Wimborne Garden Centre for the loan of plants

+ Doubles Food and Drink

+ Eclectia Costumes

CREW |
Set & Sound Design ‘., 'ColinPile |

By Agatha Christie S Mg Phiyllis Spencer

|
Props -Jan Stevenson :
{

“ ASM ' Werena Smith |
Directed by, David Pile Transport Symonds |
4 Prompt Bruton |

Dialect coach ' Pugsley
Tivoli Production Manager Phiil Wood

mar



Michmel .J Smith

1 started acting when 1
wag 15 years of age
which, a5 vou will sce
from  the  photograph,
was @ very, very long
time ago!  Since Lhose
young days | have never
stopped acting and, for-
tunately, my whole life
has been involved with
the Theatre cither as an
netor (very little money),
director § a very little more) and finally as a ]hta
tre Accountant ( last we can eat% T wag in-
trigned to be asked to take on Henry Angell as 1
have mever played anvthing quite Tike this before
aml now ihe?lhat T know him very well. Inthe late
19507 when the play is set he must have found it
very difficult to fit i and work cannot have been
ensy thus having very difficult’ patients. 1 have
really enjoved working with such a talented and
committed cast, not to mention the director. 1
SAID NOT TO MENTION THE DIRECTOR H!
Seriously Dave is @ fabulous and understanding
director — love him to bits!

Me?..1 hope to play a few more parts before |
Tinally pack my make-up bex away and retire,

_ | around where anyone could et hold of

Paul Dodman

I thoreughly enjoyed playing the duplici-
tous Leonard Vole in Jast year's Witness
| for the Prosecution, and this time 1'm very
maech looking forward to playing a detec-
tive. Inspector Thomas seems to be a little
slow on the uptake to me, and he has a
very Dbad habit of leaving guns lying

themn, rather than locking them away, In-
deed, in one review he was described as,
“having the mtellect of a retarded house- |
plant”, He also scems unduly fascinated
with the contents of the victim's bedroom
— leaving me to speculate a3 to exactly
what Richard Warwick keeps in there,
Needless to sy, the police aren’t exactly
bathed in glory by Mrs Christie and
there’s no Mirgle or Poiret to hand over 10
for the denouement, bul we're trying our
best! 1t's been great fun to rehearse with
such a lovely cast and crew, although my
fear of one-sided stage telephone conver-
sations does get tested a little. .,

Calin Pile

I]m\'c been involved in all aspects of theatre inmy
22 yeurs in amateur producticss, from being on
stage 10 helping backstage with sound and light-
ing. This is my third set design and it always
seems s though there is something to do, from
hmuu‘ing cure it fits the atage (o adding the piclure

or-stage role is Sergeant Cadwallader, a welsh
olice sergeant more interested in poetry and the
eanty of the landscape than in doing his job.

This is the first time I

speak with a welsh
accent. T am more used
to having to be Ameri-
can when doing musi-
cals. 1 have tried to
keep the tone light so
as not to loese the clar-
ity of the lines, and
just to give the i impres -
sion that the Ser

comes from Wales, |
hope there are no criti-
cal welsh people in the

ol

audience,

CLOISTERS

40 East Street
: Wimborne

o] Jumnehy menn ~
cetion of children's meals ~
= Breakfast =
Af
e full menar is available aff day

ALL FRESHLY MADE

o Leas




Locally Shot and
Well Hung

We all like to think of ourselves as accom-
plished  characicr  actor but  Wimbome
Drama’s Bob Hucklshy is digging out rather o
specialised niche, In The Unexpecied Guese, he
findds himself cast ence again in the demanding
roke of “body”™. The plot hangs on the death of
Richard Warwick, big game hunter and head of
an rather resentful honsehobd, all of whom make
excellent suspects with waried and intriguing
motives for bumping him off None is mone
likely o face restiiwtion for the erime than his
wife Laura, whom we first meet standing over
the body with a smoking gun. At this point a
dashing stranger, disorientated by swirling
Welsh fo, arrives st the isolated house seeking
shelter for the night. He tkes pity on the girl,
and the play recounts his efforis to keep her
from the noose.

*You might think being a body would be dend
easy,” says Bob, “bul it's not just 2 case of ly-
ing doggo."

Praobably his most challenging brush with death
was as Mr Purdue, the suicidal depressive in
Alan Bennet's Habeous Corpias,

1 hung around in full view throughout the in-
terval, artistically dangling from a noose while
the awdience purchased its ice-creams. It was
certainly highly strung, as one false move could
have meant curtains.™

Mo such elevated risks are required for e
Uhexpected (eest however, as throughout his
lengthy appearance Richard Warwick sits si-
lently cooling in his wheelchair

It should be quite comfy really,” says Bob, “as
lomg as I don't nod off — to wake with a stan
at the wrong moment would be a dead loss!™

In his non-speaking part though, Bob can guar-
antee that whatever else happens he won't be
COFpSing.

Colourcraft
(Wimborne)
THE BEST DECORATING
STORE IN DORSET
® Dulux, Crown, & Berger
paint at competitive
prices

* Large wallpaper stock

® Pattern book loan
service with up to 25%
discount on pattern
book orders

* Co-ordinating fabrics &
curtain make-up service
[* Ceramic tiles

™ All decorating sundries
11 West Borough

t off th
Wimborne 883784

furniture

where quality meets style

Beautiful Solid Oak
Living Room and
Bedroom Furniture
Wimborme Furniture
52 King Street, Wimbeorne, Darset, BH21 1EB

01202 849635




WiMBORNE DRAMA PATRONS

June Allison Valeric Jolliffe

Frances Alton Roy Joseph (H}

Lynela Bellingham Diann March

) Michacl Medwin (H)

Beverley Blehs Tom Melia

Laottic Brown Sheila Morrell

Edward Childe Peter Neal i e

Rohin Coak (H) Tina Nicholls

Elizabeth Corbin Anthony Oliver Coffee Pots is an exciting venue in

Joyee Curry Christine (liver Wimborne, offering quality 'Fair

Margaret Denslow  Anthony Pawley  frade' coffee in our ground floor

John Dickson Linda Pawley cafe. Why not take it easy with a

Naureen Dickson Patricia Pile cappuccino and newspaper, or a

Dorothy Dodman Pamela Wood light lunch and a glass of Sauvignon

George Dodman Audrey Wright Blanc, while the children paint a mug

Bob Feltham for Grandma in our ceramics studio?

Pamela Feltham ‘Great fun for all ages!

::;?[:;;':[r[] H signifies honorary 83 High ngg;agg;“ 21Hs
Fresident of Wimborne Drama www.coffeepols.info/index. htm

Councillor Anihony Oliver M

GULLIVERS bookshop

47 High Street Wimborne Minster
THE DISTRICT'S GREAT BOOKSTORE

Owver B.OO0 fiffes always ¢
e i higges! lneal book sechon | o

Oar friendly staff offer knowleagable advice and assistanee, plus a fast and efficient title
seqrch through our Nedlson Book Data Service. If a current publication is not on oar
shelves then, pmuhng e book is .u.zﬂal:l.e we gim for next weekdoy delivery
- Our o te service s
Foak
Please usk

rigs: Cal

¢ we still de iy h 1 the LK

Why GULLIVERS? Because you are our friends and neighbours, and we have a vested interest
in knowing how to serve you. AND we're passionate aboot what we do,

Contact us by phone on 01202 882677 : by email on info@guiiversbookshop. com
our website is www.gulifversbookshop.co.uk © or simply wrile us a letfer! .g‘_

supporting the arts in our community




e Our Guest
Why not drop in on us? You certainly would-
n't feel like an unexpected guest at one of our|
regular meetings on the last Wednesday o
cach month. You can alao find out more by
reading about us at our website:

W, nuwbom- dramna co,uk
Wimborne gives a warm welcome to
anyone who wuul‘.t like 10 become a new
member, and prides itsell on the opportunitics
it can offer o willing new-comers. Actoss,
adwertisers, designers, promplers, properly
masters, sound- Light- and effects- people,
slape mEnagers, assistnl stpe managers, pho-
tographers, woodworkers, electriciuns, play
readers, directors.... people getting up to all
sorts of business are in our club.

We also enjoy the loyal and enthusiastic sup-
port of out patrons, entitled by their special
membership 1o advance notification of plays, a
priority booking service, a quarierly newslet-
ter, Friduy refreshments, and invitations te our|
other evenis throughout the year. Tracey
Nichalls, keeps an open welcome for enquiries
on (1202 389768, or via e-mail address:
secrefary@wimbormedrama, co uk

Pack of Lies

What does it take 1o be a spy? Huegh White-
more's famous play lays bare the emotional
aftermath of betrayal. In Pack of Lies. Bar-
bara Jackson's best fnends the Krogers are
brought under suspicion when MIS armves to
suggest they may not after all be the jolly Ca-
nadian neighbours Barbara belicves, but So-
vicl agents instead. To assist their enquiries,
15 commandeers the Jackson’s home for
covert surveillance of their friends across the
rond, and Barbarn, enmeshed in the ensuing
toils of deceit, finds hersell questioning the
~very meaning of loyalty, Could her closest
friends really have been cynically duping her?
Is she herself'a iraitor, pretending nothing has
changed s she helps officialdom seereily peer
and pry into her friend’s lives?

The tense atmosphere of treachery takes its
toll pitilessty on the ordinary Jackson family
until, at the play’s climax, just what it tmkes 1o
be @ spy is finally revealed.

10tk ta 1 2th of February at 7:30

Saturday Matinee 2:30 on the 12ih
THleh ticke free.

Wimborne

2 East Sfreat
Wimborna
Dorset
BH21 103
01202 887400

Nougat
Great Plains
Avoca
Olive & Orange
MiH Jeans
White Stuff
Darling
Fever
Marc O'Polo

Barbour




COME ouT
OF THE

SHADOUWS..

Wimborne
Drama
offers grateful thanks.
to all our advertisers
who have so
generously supported
our efforts in local
drama.

We ask our patrons to
support them.

Are you
advertiai
with us? G
us a try. You
could
enuwa;e a

unexpecte:
guests of gnur

publicity@wimbornedrama.co.uk

Coming Up

HIGHLY DESIRABLE
PROPERTY?
Looks innocem enough, doesn™t it? But in a
London suburb of 1961, the bungalow in the
picture - and featured in our posters ~ was the
subject of extreme  covert  surveillance,
brought about by whispers and rumours of
code books, of fuke pussports and a hidden
madio transmitier. To meet the demands of
intense but secret serwtiny, the full power of
MI5 was brought o bear on on ordinary fam-
ily. The story of how this afTected their emo-
tiomal, social and physical lives is the subject
of our next play Pack af Lies, based on events
which, though almest beyond credible, actu-
ally happened.

Our collengrses the Broadstone Players will
be presenting Jimmie Chinn's mystery thriller
Take Avway The Lady from
the I6th o the 20t of
November at the War
Memorial  Hall, Todos
Road . Broadstone. Tick-
ets  from  Broadstone
News, the Brosdway,
Broadsione from the be-
ginning of November and also on the door.
Price concessions and drinks available.

Congratulations to Blandford Amatenr Dra-
matics on the success of their very first pro-
duction Aupthing Goes, which was com-
pletely sold out. Watch out for more exciting
shows from this brand new group,

wivw hadprodsetions. org uk




Plasma, LCD TV & DVD,
Let us put you in the picture

Come and see the latest
award winning range of
TV's and DVD recorders
with Free Local Delivery,
Installation & Education; =

18 CORNMARKET, W1

[loolo)y Iel- X% Renaut|01202 882615

v Dacombe AndHemaut,




GET A GRIP ON
OUR SUPPORTING PLAYERS...

BRIAN DRYDEN

THE DORSET Fl AL PLAN

0800 032 9770 www.dorselfimeraiplan.co.uk

OPEN AUDITIONS!

We put on three productions each year. For our first in 2011,
Pack of Lies
Wimbome Drama will be holding auditions epen to evervone, and
we specially mvite non-members to come along to Wimborme’s Brit-
ish Legion club on October the 27th at .30, when we will be pleased
trsee and hear anyone who would like to try for a part.
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